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Detention Camp,
20-3-1943
Dear Col. Bhandari,
In the course of your conversation with Gandhiji this
morning regarding Shri Dinshaw Mehta's attendance you
"Remarked that you presumed his visits could now be dispensed
with as I could more or less replace him. Your premise, I am
afraid, is not correct. Whilst it is true that I have been attending
on Gandhiji for some years and have also given him massage
undent-normal conditions, I have never applied myself to
specialized massage. I have neither got Shri Mehta's knowledge
nor his experience to enable m$ to give Gandhiji the treatment
which his system may demand from day to day during his
convalescence. As you probably know Shri Mehta has had
experience of Gandhiji's twenty-one days fast of 1932 when he
^attended upon him, whilst I was a prisoner in the Nasik Central
jprison. The treatment of massage etc. at that time had to be
kept up for three months. I am writing this as I feel it neces-
sary to draw the attention of the authorities to these facts
as also to my own limitations at the present stage of Gandhiji's
convalescence.
Yours truly,
Pyarelal